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Calton Hill, located to the east of Princes Street, Edinburgh is a popular tourist destination with
panoramic views across the city and along the Forth estuary from the hilltop, various
monuments and observatory, and a network of paths around and over thwll. The hill is flanked
by broad-leaved woodland and rocky outcrops, with open grassland and bare ground habitats
on the hilltop.

Buglife Services Ltd. was commissionedby the Calton Hill Conservation Trusto undertake an
invertebrate assessment to inform the development of a Biodiversity Action Plan for Calton Hill.
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Records of invertebrate speciedrom Calton Hill were sourced from The Wildlife Information
Centre, the local environmental records centre covering the Edinburgh ared@hey were
complemented with records made on public survey days held on ¥0September 2023 and 25

May 2024 .Additional ad-hoc records available on the Calton Hill Conservation Trust website
(https://caltonhilltrust.org ) were also included.

These records were analysed using Pantheomv(vw.pantheon.brc.ac.uk) T a database tool
developed by Natural England and the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology to analyse invertebrate
sample data. The analyses supported by Pantheon are designed to improve understanding of
the resources and structures used by invertebrates withinlte sample locations and aid their
conservation.
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species to the preferred name in the UK Species inventory before analysing the sample,

attaching associated habitats and resources, assemblage types, conservatiostatus, habitat

fidelity scores and other information against them. The analysis then displays a lot of this data

as numerical scores. This information can be used to determine site quality by revealing

whether the species list is indicative of good qualit habitat, inform on species ecology and

assist in management decisions by revealing the key ecological resources. Pantheon also help

to establish a shared terminology for describing invertebrate interest which greatly augmest

invertebrate nature conservation.

Not all invertebrate taxa are included in the database. To date over c13,000 species have been
typed, this being about a quarter of the total invertebrate faunan the UK(estimated at 37,000).

It remains limited to those taxa and families where there is enough ecological information to
give a fair level of coding accuracy. These include species such as beetles, flies, true bugs,
moths, bees and many more.

icpw2 131 Wett 3ttt anlq

An assessment of potential invertebrate habitatsat Calton Hill was undertaken on 23' July
2025. The assessment comprised a waHover of the site noting habitats and features that held
potential for invertebrate species.Every effort was made to visit all parts of the site, however
areas of dense woodland on the steep western and southern slopes were difficult to fully
access.


https://caltonhilltrust.org/
http://www.pantheon.brc.ac.uk/
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